
R e v e l a t i o n  
Lesson One: Introduction 

Apocalyptic Literature: Apocalyptic literature is __________________ literature that describes the coming of 

Jesus. It is filled with ________________ and Old Testament allusions that can be difficult to understand. It is the 

language of _______________ for _________________. 

The symbolism of numbers is used often in the book of Revelation. Keep these meanings in mind as you read.  

 

3 = Trinity 

 

4 = earth, people, the created world 

 

6 = the number of evil, i.e. 666 

 

7 = the sum of 3 & 4, meaning God’s gracious interaction with the world 

 

10 = completeness (10 fingers, 10 toes = a full set) 

 

12 (and multiples of 12) = the product of 3 & 4, meaning God’s gracious work among his people (the Church) 

Rule of Interpretation: 1) Remember that the Bible is a  __________ and cannot be _________. Therefore, 

Revelation does not contain any information about the End Times that will contradict what is found elsewhere 

in the Bible.  

What will the world be like shortly before the Lord’s return? (cf. Matthew 24:9-13)  

 

 

What will happen to mankind on the Last Day? (cf. John 5:28, 29) 

 

 

What else will happen to believers on the Last Day? (cf. 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17) 

 

 

What else will happen to unbelievers on the Last Day? (cf. Matthew 25:31-33, 41) 

 

 

What will happen to the world as we know it? (cf. 2 Peter 3:10-13) 

Rule of Interpretation: 2) When reading Revelation, keep in mind a) the immediate ___________, b) _____________ 

sections in Revelation, and c) parallel _______________ from the Old and New Testament. 



Outline of Revelation: It is imperative to remember that the book of Revelation was not written __________. 

It contains seven visions of the _________   ___________   _______ including _____________    _________. 

These seven visions are ________________ of the same event watched from ________________ angles.  

Revelation 1:1-11 Prologue 

1. Who and where was the author of the book of Revelation?  

 
 

2. To whom was the author writing?  

 

 

3. The author describes himself as a “companion in the suffering and 

kingship and patient endurance in Jesus” (1:9). A companion in 

suffering and kingship? That odd combination captures the theme 
of Revelation. Read Acts 14:22 and Matthew 16:18 to see what we 

can expect to learn from our study of Revelation. 

 

 

 

 

Revelation 1:12-20 A Guest Preacher 

4. Who was speaking to John? How do you know?  

 

 

5. What is the significance of the following details of John’s vision?     

Golden Lampstands (cf. Rev. 1:20)                   

Jesus Walking among the Lampstands 

Seven Stars (cf. Rev. 1:20) 

Sword out of Jesus’ Mouth (cf. Hebrews 4:12)                 

Shining Face 

The Sound of Jesus’ Voice (cf. Rev. 1:10, 15) 

White Robe 

Golden Sash  

Fiery Eyes 

Feet like Brass 


